What is clflimwi is: 

1 . A Ibading apparatus for a vehicle, the apparatus comprising: 

a) aViTSt frame; 

b) a sdtond frame having a chain mounted thereupon; and 

a locking system mounted on ihc fusl liaiiie, the system having a drive wheel, 
a first aim member and a second ann member, the system being configured 
such that\ 

i) in a generally closed position, the chain engages ihc diive wheel in a first 

posit\on, the drive wheel bcijig comiectcd to the anns; the aims bcmg 
ui'gcd liito tlic closed position; and 

ii) in a gejierallvoperii position, the chain engages the drive wheel in a second 

positioii, me arms being urged inlo ihc upcn position by tlic second 
frame. \. \ 

2. The apparatus as claimedyin claim 1 tiirther romprising: 

a) a ihiid aim mcmbei\ 

b) a stationary support Vnember fixably mounted on the drive wheel, the 
support member havina a flrsi end ponion and a second end pui tion, and 

c) a compressing member mounted on the support, the compressing member 
being attached to the aimJ. the arms being urged tnwarrt.s each other in the 
oloKed position \ 

d) wherein the first arm member and the second arm member interlock with 
each other in the closed position. 



4 



-25- 



• 



The abparaius as claimed in claim 2 iu which; 

a) the first arm member has a projection extending outwardly therefrom, the 
[ member having a tirsi end portion and a second end ponion. the firsi 

Id portion being urged towards the chain, the second end portion bcinx 
plvotally attached to the firsi end portiuu of the support; 

b) ,tHe second arm member has a first end portion and a second end portion, 
th^tirst end portion being urged towards the chain, the second end ponion 
being pivotally anached to the second end portion of the support incnibci; 
andl 

c) the third arm member has a first end portion and a serond end portion, the 
first ind portion, the second end ponion being pivotally attached lo the 
seconJl end ponion of the suppon member. 

The apparamsQS claimed in claim 3 in which: 

a) the third arVxiwmber has a groove disposed ihcrciit, Llic gioove being shaped 
lo cooperat^witli t^c projection on the first arm member. 

Th<^ flppflfbti]\; as claimed in claim 1 in which the first frame funher comprises: 




a) a front end>y^onand^>-^ end portion, the frame being mounted on a 
vehicle chassis 

b) a prime mover mounted on the chassis: and 

c) an axle connectii to the drive wheel to alternatively move the drive wheel in a 
first and a secona direction 

A loading frame comprising: 

a) the first ttame as cbimed in claim 5; 



b) an actuator; and 
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c) an ilevatable support to receive a load from ihe second frame and coimccted 
to ihB actuaior. 



7 The loadihg frame as claimed in claim 5 further including: 
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a) a guidq syslem having a ceiiual rail shaped to cooperate with the second 

The loading frame as claimed in r.laim *i in which: 

a) the rail hasU slidably resilient material fixably mounted thereupon. 

Thp. apparatus is claimed in claim 1 in which the second frame further comprises: 

a) a plurality of wheels such that the second frame is movable relative to the first 
frame; 

b) a first rail, a sccoWrail and a ceaUal rail, the central rail being shaped so as to 
cooperate with tncVcferal mil on the first frame 
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^ (0 The apparatus . 



kclaimed in claim 1 in which: 
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a) the second frame has a^ont end portion and a rear end portion, the front end 
portion being disposed towards the rear end portion of first frame. 




